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We have started the countdown to the local elections in 2009. It is important that we 
all use our best resources to ensure that sitting councillors are returned and that we 

regain all our lost council seats from the last election. 

This is my priority from now until the election. 

I have significant experience at local elections and will be assisting in any practical 
way I can. 

I invite any councillor who wishes to visit and bring constituents to Leinster House to 
contact me and I will arrange the details. 

I have been in favour of HSE reform for some time. I proposed to have a forum with cllrs 
which will form part of the boards and have responsibility for estimates and would be part of 
an accountable democratic process. On June 19th 2008 both the HSE and DTO were dis-
cussed in the Seanad during which I made the follow contribution: 

“The DTO is a new body coming into force. Public representation will be badly needed in 
that regard. How are we to get the message across in each of the four counties between Dub-
lin City Council and the three other councils unless our public representatives represent us on 
that board?  

The Minister must take into consideration the responsibility that each council will have in that 
regard. There is no better way to have accountability than through the people who were 
elected to that council.  I do not want another HSE created here on a transport system. It is 
our responsibility, as public representatives, to ensure public representatives are accountable 
on all boards created from here on in. 

I believe we must review what is going on in the HSE. It is disturbing for me, as a public rep-
resentative, to hear different stories, one worse than another, every day. A one-day sitting of 
the House would serve us well when we could look at all the faults within the HSE. Before 
anything else happens, the Minister who is looking at the new Dublin transport authority 
should consider how we can have representation on that board and how it will be              
accountable” 

 

LLocal Authority Reforms  
 

I support the LAMA submission on local authority reforms concerning cllrs, some of which I 
presented in my own Seanad election manifesto, including:  

pension rights, 50% of senators salary, further education and training options, increased  
expense allowances, and a secretarial allowance of Euro10,000. 

I am  asking the minister to withdraw the local election spending limit included in his recent      
proposals . I oppose any reduction in cllrs input into the planning process and to the proposed 

restrictions to one off houses. 
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HSE - Local Integration - Local Responsibility

I support the LAMA submission on local authority reforms concerning cllrs, some of which I 

presented in my own Seanad election manifesto, including:

Pension rights, Salary increase for cllrs, further education and training options, 

secretarial allowance of €10,000.

I call on the Minister to withdraw the local election spending limit included in his recent 

proposals . I will not support a reduction in cllrs input into the planning process and to the 

proposed restrictions one off  housing.

I have been in favour of HSE reform for some time.  Th e current forum should have greater 

responsibility for estimates and should be part of an accountable and democratic process. On the 

19th of June 2008, I called on the leader of the house to have a one day debate in the Seanad on all 

things concerning the  reorganisation of the HSE. I feel there is a need to have changes on the board 

with a new C.E.O and all party representation. A time frame that has been suggested by the HSE 

would have all phases completed by September 2009.  Th e overall aim of the HSE as stated from 

there July 2008 briefi ng is that   

“Th e long term objectives of these modifi cations are to provide:

•  A single national strategic approach to integrating care, supported by local responsibility 

for service delivery.

•  Better value and tangible benefi ts for patients, clients and staff  by optimising the 

effi  cient useof resources.

•  Operational excellence and eff ectiveness - ie. service delivery.

•  Clinical engagement at all levels and the facility for front-line clinicians and other professionals 

to make eff ective local decisions.

•  Local decision making at the point of service delivery, leading to greater accountability and a lean

organisation with clear roles and responsibilities.

•  Consistent management of performance, quality and outcomes.

Th e modifi cations will be introduced gradually and in a measured and planned way during the 

remainder of 2008 and 2009.”

I believe that this reform is long overdue and I look forward to seeing signifi cant changes within the 

HSE and cllrs having a more active role in this area.
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Seanad Eireann 
Kildare Street 

Dublin 2 
 

SENATOR LARRY 
BUTLER 

New Minister 
I was delighted that Barry Andrews TD 
was appointed by An Taoiseach, Brian 

Cowen TD to serve as Minister for     
Children and  Youth affairs. The position 
is an exciting one for Barry and carries 

with it the responsibility for among other 
things, children’s welfare, protection, 

childcare and youth affairs. I have known 
Barry for a long time and know that he 
will bring real commitment to his new 

role. I wish him success for the    future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barry Andrews TD, Senator Larry Butler, 
Cllr Gareth Crowe  

Phone: 01-6184620 
E-mail: larry.butler@oireachtas.ie 

Mobile: 086 -8550905 

My roles in the Seanad  

Speaking on; Drugs, Overseas De-
velopment, Older people, Housing. 

Joint committees; Arts, Sport, 
Tourism and Social & Family Affairs 

You may have any of my notes and 
research items if you wish, just ask! 

Green Collar Workers 
Many new job opportunities can be cre-

ated if the Government’s Greener Homes 
Scheme, operated by Sustainable Energy 

Ireland, was expanded to include all green 
areas such as insulation, double glazing, 

and home improvements. 

The potential employment (of 25,000 
jobs), is significant because of the number 

of older houses in the country.  

Economy 
I think we have to put this current situation into perspective, it is a      

downturn and it is temporary and we are better equipped than ever to deal 
with it. The recent growth rate was unsustainable and the faster we adjust to 
more realistic growth rates the better for our economy in the medium term. 

We must achieve better value for money in our public services. Every cent 
wasted here is an opportunity lost elsewhere. Previously Bertie Ahern, TD 

said he wanted “a world class public service, fit for purpose”. I look       
forward to the task force, set up by Taoiseach Brian Cowen, reporting back 

to us with some practical recommendations of the reform of the public       
service. 

Older People 

Minister Marie Hoctor, Minister for State 

at the Department of Health and Children 

with responsibility for Older People,  

welcomed the provision of a Euro12  

million in additional supports for older 

people in private nursing homes.  

John Curran, T.D., Minister of State  (with 

special responsibility for the National 

Drugs Strategy and Community Affairs) at 

the Department of Community, Rural and 

Gaeltacht Affairs, is pleased to announce 

funding of over €320,000 (total now 

E2.1m) for a further 69 applicant organisa-

tions under the Scheme of Community 

Support for Older People (CSOP),  

 New Housing Bill 
A new Housing (Misc. Provisions) Bill will be presented shortly by Minis-

ters Gormley and Finneran. This will oblige local authorities to draw up 
proactive strategies to combat anti social behaviour on social housing es-

tates. Every strategy will outline ways in which the council can co-operate 
with other state bodies involved in tacking antisocial behaviour such as the 

Gardai. 

 It also widens the definition of anti-social behaviour to cover graffiti and 
damage to property.  

The recently passed Intoxicating Bill gives the Gardai increased powers to 
confiscate drink in public places. 

Greater Investment in 
Local Authority       

Funding 
Euro23.4 million is being allo-
cated towards the cost to help 
local authorities run their water 
and sewerage treatment plants. 

Euro135 million announced by 
Minister Killeen for rural water 
supply projects including a con-
tingency of Euro10 million for 
projects with potential quality 
issues. 

Euro74 million on Affordable 
housing  

Euro51 million on rental accom-
modation scheme 

Euro1 billion on social housing  

Euro199 million allocated for 
regeneration PPP schemes  

New Consumer Website on Affordable Home Ownership 
Minister Michael Finneran TD, has launched a new resource for affordable home 

purchase. The new web site will provide extensive information and will later     
support direct applications for affordable home purchase. It will become an       

invaluable tool for those seeking these homes. Look it up at: 
www.affordablehome.ie 

New Minister
I was delighted that Barry Andrews TD was 

appointed by An Taoiseach, Brian Cowen 

TD to serve as Minister for 

Children and Youth aff airs. Th e position is 

an exciting one for Barry and carries with it 

the responsibility for among other things, 

children’s welfare, protection, childcare and 

youth aff airs. I have known Barry for a long 

time and know that he will bring real 

commitment to his new role. I wish him 

every success for the future.

Older People

Minister Marie Hoctor, Minister for State 

at the Department of Health and 

Children with responsibility for Older 

People, welcomed the provision of €12 

million in additional supports for older 

people in private nursing homes.

John Curran, T.D., Minister of State 

(with special responsibility for the

National Drugs Strategy and Community 

Aff airs) at the Department of 

Community, Rural and Gaeltacht 

Aff airs, is pleased to announce funding of 

over €320,000 (total now €2.1m) for 

a further 69 applicant organisations 

under the Scheme of Community Sup-

port for Older People (CSOP),

Economy

I think we have to put this current situation into perspective, it is a 

downturn and it is temporary and we are better equipped than ever to deal 

with it. Th e recent growth rate was unsustainable and the faster we adjust to 

more realistic growth rates the better for our economy in the medium term.

We must achieve better value for money in our public services. Every euro 

wasted here is an opportunity lost elsewhere. Previously Bertie Ahern, TD 

said he wanted “a world class public service, fi t for purpose”. I look forward 

to the task force, set up by Taoiseach Brian Cowen, reporting back to us with 

some practical recommendations of the reform of the public service. 

New Consumer Website on Aff ordable Home Ownership

Minister Michael Finneran TD, has launched a new resource for aff ordable 

home purchase. Th e new web site will provide extensive information and will 

later support direct applications for aff ordable home purchase. It will become 

an invaluable tool for those seeking these homes. Look it up at: 

www.aff ordablehome.ie

New Housing Bill
A new Housing (Misc. Provisions) Bill will be presented shortly by Minis-ters 

Gormley and Finneran. Th is will oblige local authorities to draw up proac-

tive strategies to combat anti social behaviour on social housing es-tates. New 

legislation will outline ways in which the council can co-operate with other 

state bodies and Gardai.

Greater Investment in 

Local Authority 

Funding
€23.4 million is being allocated 

towards the cost to help local 

authorities run their water and 

sewerage treatment plants.

€135 million announced by 

Minister Killeen for rural water 

supply projects including a 

con-tingency of €10 million for 

projects with potential quality issues.

€74 million on Aff ordable housing

€51 million on rental 

accommodation scheme

€1 billion on social housing

€199 million allocated for 

regeneration PPP schemes


